DO | Vi Ossiiona sty mi i [ VOSH

VOSH PROGRAM DI RECTI VE: 12- 248A | SSUED: April 1, 1995

SUBJECT: El ectric Power Generation, Transm ssion and D stribution and
Amendment s, 8§1910. 269; and Anendnent to Electrical Protective
Equi prent, 81910. 137

A Pur pose.

This directive transmts to field personnel the Electric Power
CGeneration, Transm ssion and Distribution standard, 81910.269, and the
anmendnent to the Electrical Protective Equi pnent standard, 81910.137
(now Change 1). Also transmtted are two anendnments to the Electric
Power Generation, Transm ssion and Distribution standard, 81910. 269
(Change 11).

This Program Directive is an internal guideline, not a statutory or
regulatory rule, and is intended to provide instructions to VOSH
personnel regarding internal operation of the Virginia Cccupational
Safety and Health Programand is solely for the benefit of the
program This docunent is not subject to the Virginia Register Act or
the Adm nistrative Process Act; it does not have general application
and is not being enforced as having the force of |aw

B. Scope.

This directive applies to all VOSH personnel and specifically to
Cccupational Safety Enforcenent and Consultation Services personnel.

C. Acti on.

The Deputy Comm ssioner, directors and supervisors shall assure that
field personnel and enpl oyers understand and conply with the
requi renents of these standards.

D. Ef fecti ve Dates.

CHANGE |: The effective date for 881910. 137 and 1910. 269 was Cct ober
1, 1994, except for the training requirenents for 81910.269(a)(2)

whi ch becane effective on February 1, 1995, and 81910. 269(v) (11)(xii),
additional requirements and related work practices for power
generating plants, which will becone effective on February 1, 1996.

CHANGE II: June 1, 1995

E. Expirati on Date.

Not Appli cabl e.



Backgr ound.

CHANGE |: The two mmjor hazards accounting for nost of the accidental
deaths in electric power transm ssion and distribution work are
falling and electric shock. Enployees engaged in the construction of
such generation, transm ssion or distribution systens continue to be
protected by Subpart V of the construction industry standards (Part
1926), Power Transm ssion and Distribution.

On January 31, 1989, when federal OSHA published this final rule (54
Fed. Reg. 4974), application was |imted to installations under the
excl usive control of electric utilities.

Al t hough enpl oyees perform ng operation or nmaintenance work on

el ectric power generation, transm ssion, or distribution installations
face far greater electrical hazards than those faced by other workers,
t hese enpl oyees were not adequately protected by current VOSH
standards. The voltages involved are generally nuch higher than
vol t ages encountered in other types of work and a | arge part of

el ectrical power generation, transm ssion and distribution work
exposes enpl oyees to energized parts of the power system

The existing electrical regulations, contained in Subpart S of the
Ceneral Industry Standards, address electric utilization systens-
installations of electric conductors and equi pnent which use electric
energy for mechanical, chem cal, heating, lighting, or simlar

pur poses. Subpart S protects nost enployees fromthe hazards
associated with electric utilization equipnment and with prem ses
wiring that supplies this equipnent. It does not, however, contain
requi renents protecting enployees fromthe hazards arising out of the
operation or mai ntenance of electric power generation, transm ssion,
or distribution installations.

The performance-oriented changes to 81910.137, Electrical Protective
Equi prrent, reflect federal OSHA s desire to maintain consistency with
the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) and Anerican Society
for Testing and Materials (ASTM national consensus standards while
clarifying their application to workplaces. Section 1910.137 contai ns
the basic requirenents for the safe design, manufacture, and testing
of electrical protective equipnent.

During its neeting on July 19, 1994, the Safety and Heal th Codes Board
adopted this federal -identical standard, 81910.269, and the amendnent
to 81910.137, with an effective date of Cctober 1, 1994, except as

ot herw se not ed.

CHANGE I'l: On August 9, 1994, federal OSHA published the Safety
Standards for Fall Protection in the Construction |Industry which
revised virtually all of the fall protection provisions of the
construction industry standards and consol i dated those requirenents in
subpart M Fall Protection, Construction Industry, 881926.500 through
1926. 503, except where specifically provided otherw se. Revision of
the fall protection standard necessitated a change to 81910. 269(g) (2)
by requiring that personal fall arrest equipnent neet the requirenments
of subpart M of Part 1926.



Additionally, on Cctober 12, 1994, federal OSHA revised the existing
pul pwood | oggi ng standard, 81910.266 (59 Fed. Reg. 51672). The

revi sed | oggi ng standard expanded the coverage of the old pul pwood

| oggi ng standard to include all |ogging operations. As such,

81910. 269(r)(5) of the Electric Power Generation, Transm ssion and

Di stribution standard needed to be revised to provide for the safe use
of hand and portabl e powered tools, including chain saws.

On Decenber 19, 1994, the Safety and Health Codes Board adopted two
amendnents to the Electric Power Generation, Transm ssion and
Distribution standard, with an effective date of June 1, 1995.

G Summary.

CHANGE |I: Section 1910.269 addresses the work practices to be used
during the operation and nai ntenance of electric power generation,
transm ssion, and distribution facilities. This standard primarily

covers the follow ng types of work operations: inspection, substation
and generating plant switching (connection and di sconnection of
facilities), maintenance of |ines and equi pnent, line clearance tree

trimm ng, testing and fault |ocating, streetlight rel anping, chem cal
cl eaning of boilers, and other operation and nai ntenance activities
such as requirenments relating to encl osed spaces, hazardous energy
control, working near energized parts, grounding for enpl oyee
protection, and work on underground and overhead installations.

Corrections were al so nade to several provisions in 81910.269 which
cont ai ned m nor typographical or granmatical errors.

As a result of the settlenment agreenent between federal OSHA and

Edi son Electric Institute (et al.) on March 28, 1994, the U S. Court
of Appeals for the Eleventh Circuit stayed enforcenment of paragraph
(v)(11)(xii) of 81910.269 to February 1, 1996 (in Virginia). (See the
attached i npl enentati on schedul e)

CHANGE Il: Paragraph (g)(2) of the Electric Power Generation,

Transm ssion and Distribution standard, 81910.269, was anended to
require that personal fall arrest equipnment neet the requirenents of
the revised construction industry Fall Protection standard, subpart M
of Part 1926 (881926.500 - 1926.503), rather than the previously
referenced subpart E.

Paragraph (r)(5) of the Electric Power Generation, Transm ssion and
Di stribution standard, 81910. 269, has been revised so that gasoline-
engi ne power saw operations will neet the requirenents of paragraph
(e) of the revised standard on Loggi ng Qperations, General |ndustry,
81910. 266, instead of the requirenents of 81910.266 (c)(5) of the
former Pul pwood Loggi ng standard.

The effective date for 81910.269(g)(2) and for 81910.269(r)(5) is June
1, 1995.

Theron J. Bel
Conmmi ssi oner




At t achment s:

CHANGE 11 :

Di stribution:

CHANCE I: 59 Fed. Reg. 4321 (January 31, 1994); and
59 Fed. Reg. 33658 (June 30, 1994)
http://ww. osha. gov/ pl s/ oshaweb/ owadi sp. show docunment ?p t abl

e=FEDERAL REQ STER&p i d=13391&p text versi on=FALSE

59 Fed. Reg. 40672 (August 9, 1994);
http://ww. osha. gov/ pl s/ oshaweb/ owadi sp. show docunment ?p t abl

e=FEDERAL REQ STER&p i d=13403&p text versi on=FALSE

59 Fed. Reg. 51672 (COctober 12, 1994)
http://ww. osha. gov/ pl s/ oshaweb/ owadi sp. show docunment ?p t abl

e=FEDERAL REQ STER&p i d=13420&p text versi on=FALSE

Conmmi ssi oner of Labor and | ndustry
Deputy Conmm ssi oner

Directors and Supervisors

Consul tation Services Staff

Training Staff

OSHA Regi onal Adm nistrator, Region |1


http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=FEDERAL_REGISTER&p_id=13391&p_text_version=FALSE
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=FEDERAL_REGISTER&p_id=13403&p_text_version=FALSE
http://www.osha.gov/pls/oshaweb/owadisp.show_document?p_table=FEDERAL_REGISTER&p_id=13420&p_text_version=FALSE

CHANGE |

El ectric Power CGeneration, Transm ssion and Distribution and Anendnents,
§1910. 269; and

Amendnent to Electrical Protective Equi prent, 81910. 137

As Adopted by the
Safety and Heal th Codes Board

Dates: July 19, 1994

VI RG NI A OCCUPATI ONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM
VI RG NIl A DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND | NDUSTRY
Effective Date: October 1, 1994

El ectric Power Generation, Transmni ssion and Di stribution, 81910.269
VR 425-02-97

Amendnent to El ectrical Protective Equipnent, 81910. 137
VR 425-02-151



When the regulations, as set forth in the CGeneral Industry Standard for
El ectric Power Generation, Transm ssion and Di stribution, and its anendnents,
8§1910. 269; and the Amendnment to Electrical Protective Equi prent, 81910. 137,
are applied to the Conmm ssioner of the Departnent of Labor and Industry
and/or to Virginia enployers, the follow ng federal terns shall be consi dered
to read as bel ow

Federal Terns VOSH Equi val ent

29 CFR VOSH St andar d

Assi stant Secretary Conmi ssi oner of Labor and Industry
Agency Depar t ment

January 31, 1994 Cctober 1, 1994

June 30, 1994 Oct ober 1, 1994

February 6, 1995 June 1, 1995

February 9, 1995 June 1, 1995

| npl enent ati on Schedul e

St andard Virginia Effective Date
CHANGE | :

81910. 269 except for Cctober 1, 1994
§1910. 269( a) (2)

§1910. 137 Cct ober 1, 1994

8§1910. 269(Vv) (11)(xii) February 1, 1996

For the follow ng sections: February 1, 1995

§1910. 269 (a) (2)
§1910. 269(b) (1) (i)

§1910. 269(d) except for
(d)(2)(i) and (iii)

§1910. 269 (e)(2) and (3)

§1910. 269(j ) (2) (iii)

§1910. 269(1) (6) (iii)

§1910. 269( m)

§1910. 269(n) (3), (n)(4)(ii), and
(n)(8)



81910. 269(n) (6) and (7) insofar as
they apply to Iines and equi pnment
operated at 600 volts or |ess

81910. 269(0O except for (O(2)(1)

81910. 269(r) (1) (vi)

§1910.269(u) (1), (4) and (5)



CHANGE | |

Amendnents to Electric Power CGeneration, Transm ssion and D stribution,
§1910. 269

As Adopted by the
Safety and Heal th Codes Board

Dat es: Decenber 19, 1994

VI RG NI A OCCUPATI ONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH PROGRAM
VI RG NIl A DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND | NDUSTRY
Ef fective Date: June 1, 1995

El ectric Power Generation, Transmni ssion and Di stribution, 81910.269
VR 425-02-97



When the regulations, as set forth in the CGeneral Industry Standard for
El ectric Power Generation, Transm ssion and Di stribution, and its anendnents,
81910. 269, are applied to the Conm ssioner of the Departnent of Labor and
| ndustry and/or to Virginia enployers, the follow ng federal terns shall be
considered to read as bel ow

Federal Terns VOSH Equi val ent

29 CFR VOSH St andar d

Assi stant Secretary Conmi ssi oner of Labor and Industry
Agency Depar t ment

February 6, 1995 June 1, 1995

February 9, 1995 June 1, 1995



